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Affairs of FRANCE: 
d from the Errors and Partiality of New/-Writers 
and Petty-State/men, of all Sides. 


Saturday, April 29. 1704. 


that I muft not Attempt to fay any 
thing that is well of an Enemy, with- 
out a previous Affurance, that Iam not go- 
ing over to his Party: *Tis fomething hard 


S* is the Partiality of MensHumours, 


- that a Man cannot be allow’d to own any 


thing that’s Honourable in the Man we 
fight with, tho’ he has Signaliz’d himfelf 
to all the World in the Faét, and all Men 
muft allow it to be true. 

Some reply, But tell us, thea, the Crimi- 
nal things he has done; as you have fhewn 
us his bright, fhew us his dark fide ; be Im- 
partial, and as we fee the Hero, let us fee 
the Tyrant too, ‘ 

Why really, Gentlemen, I am afraid TI 
fhall never pleafe you that way neither; 
for that tho’ I pretend to {peak as plain 
Englifh as any-body, and too plain for fome 
People; yet poffibly when I come to it, 1 
may not call him all the Monfters, and 
Barbarous Perjured Tyrants, at leaftvin Ex- 
prefs Terms, as fome People may expect 

m me. 
ore yet I fhall go near to do the World 
Juftice as to that part ofthe French Affairs 
too, but one part muft come before ano- 
ther, and the Reader muft have Patience ; 
he that will not, is defired to let this Pa- 
per alone, and ought indeed neither to read 
this nor any thing elfe. 


Let the King of France be what he will, 
and have done what he will, he began his 
Executive Power with an Attempt upon 
his own Subjeéts, which all the World {aid 
he would never be able to bring to pals; 
and tho’ all Men allow’d it was an Attempt 
as Glorious as could have been thought of, 
yet its being very unlikely to be efteéted, 
made the People lelfs aftaid of its Effeéts, 
than afterwards they found Caufe for. 

As unlikely as it was, he began with fo 
much Solemnity, and carry’d it on with fo 
much Refolution, that he has made an En- 
tire Conqueft among his own Subjeéts, of 
the moft prevailing, and deeplyeft rooted 
Crime that: ever Nation had fo generally 
Efpoufed, I mean that of Duelling, 

I need not give the Reader the trouble 
of examining the Nature of this Crime, 
nor the miftaken Point of Honour, upon 
which fo many Noble Families in that King- 
dom, almoft on every occafion, Sacrificed 
the beft and braveft Branches of their 
Blood. 

This unhappy Temper had prevail’d to 
fuch an intolerable Excefs, that if we may 
believe the Memoirs of thofe Times, above 
400 Gentlemen were kill’d in this manner, 
by the Sword of Miftaken Gallantry in one 
Year, many of which felt by the hands of 

Q. their 


their deate ft Eriends,and fometimes of their 
neareft Relations. Ss 

The firft confiderable Aétion his moft 
Chriftian Majefty did, after his Entring 
Publickly upon the Adminiftration, was to 
Publiih an Edi& againft Duelling, in which 
he made it Death without Mercy, to give 
or accept a Challenge; and took a Solemn 
Oath on the Evangelifts, in the Prefence 
of the Cardinal, and Arch-Bifhop of Pars, 


That whether Principal or Second, he wou'd - 


never Grant his Pardon to any one concern- 
ed in a Duel, whether there was any 
Murther Committed or no, but they fhou’d 
die for it, tho’ it were a Prince of the 
Blood. 
_ This Oath his Majefty took with fo much 
Solemnity, and has obferv’d with fo much 
Exaétnels, that in fome Cafes that-have 
fince happened, where Perfons of- the firft 
Rank have been concerned, and after ha- 
ving fled from faftice,their Priends have So- 
licited their Return, his Majefty has Reje- 
&ed the Interceffion of the Greateft Princes, 
and Refufed the very Difpenfation of the 
Pape; which has been offered him on that 
ead. 

Wil: any Man object againft this Bram-. 
ple, being recommended fo the Praftice of 
our:Superiours, only becaufe it is French? 

The fame Obje&tion may lie: againft the 
Sacred Obfervation of a Solemn Promife, 
becaufe the Turks are (to: our. fhame be it 
Spoken) more Pun&tual Obfervers of thoir 
wards,: than the Chréftiens ; and ’tis a hore 
rid ching indeed, that we fhould Imitate 
the Aétions of the known Enemies of the 
Chriftian Religion. 

I fhould be glad to fee all the Chriftian 
Princes of Europe, Imitate the King of 
France in this Particular ; and Learn from 
him, That ’tis not making a good Law, 
but a pun{tual and exaé Execution of the 
Law when made, which, is the only way 
to give it a neceflary Authority, anda 
Force that all Men fhall Regard. 

Tis confefs’d, the Englifh are not fo 
much addifted to this Folly a3 the French 
haye been, but we have fome Examples of 
this Mifehief which have left the black Re- 
membrance of them in the Memories of 
fome of our beft Families 5 the Blood of 
which remainjng to shies day unpunith’d, 


Cer es 


may,for ought I know,lie at theirDoor, who 
ought to have done more Juftice than to 
have fuffered the Murtherer of the Father, — 
to.continue openly to Debauch the Me: F 
_and Jofule the Children. ae 
If.any Mien ask who I mean, it muft bé. 
fome who are very ignorant of Englifh-A® 
fairs, and remember nothing of the Late 
Duel between the Duke of Buckingham, and — 
the Earl of. Shrewsbury; or of the Petition | 
of:the Late’Earl of Shrewsbury’s Children, — 
for Juftice againft. the Myrtherers of their — 
Father, which was Ledg’d in the Houle of — 
iat tho’ withoutany extraordinary Re- | 
refs. 
The Death of the Younger Son of the — 
{ame Earl .of Shrewsbury, and Brother to 
the Prefent Duke, who was kili’d in a 
Duel by the Late Duke of Grafton, is 2 
fecond Inftance of Noble Blood fhed 
in Exgland by Duelling , for which 
no body was ever punifh'ds No, not f 
much as Queftion’d : And both thefe had 
the Misfortune to make Wounds in one of 
the moft Gallant, and Antient Fami- 
lies of the Englifb Nobility; whofe Line, 
i his ere Grace < ad of Shrewsbury 
eaves no Iffue,, mag be in er, b 
bape soba abe wpe SS 
This Digreffion may not be Inchohere 
with our Defign in this Hiftory, as it ss 
lead us by»Refledting on the Fatal Confee 
quences of fuch things, among our own 
Gentry, where thefe Cafes happen but fel- 
dow, to Compare it with the French, 
where hardly aday pafs’d, but one Fami- 
forthe Diftal Elles of hb Giese et 
rthe Difma of this Gen 
of endo peta 
e afe not without fome more Mod 
Examples in Exghindsof the Fatal Difafers 
which attend this unhappy Cyftom, and 
Sic Henry Hubbard, a Norfolk Gentleman, 
and of an Antient Family; Colléuel Coly, 
Mr. Musfort, and feveral others, might 
have fcill been alive, and Serviceable to 
their Native Country, if the.fame Severi- 
ty had been Pragtis'd in England againft 
this fordid Mifconftru€tion of Gallantry and 
pas cee = 
‘© me there feems but the Difference o 
one Mamte Circumftance, besween ce 
Method of Duelling, and; the /talian Cu- 
ftom 
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tolie againft the farmer ; for 
epanbandy sronied or tieadedatie; 


is the Sence of my laying-him an‘even Wa- 
ger, whether he fhall 
- that has offered me an.JInjury, or 1 that 
eas pot it? ped the Cafe were fta- 
ted fairly, Tought firft to have Reparati- 
on for the Injury, and then fighting is 
more upon the fquare. 

Fighting a Duel is juft throwing the Dice 
fora Man's Life, and ’tis not a great deal 
 of.adds, that both fhall not fall: to me 
there feems no-manner of Correfpondence 
between the thing and the Caufe of. ics 
_ if both had forfeited their Lives to the Law; 
q and one might have been fpar’d, there had 
been forme Reafon to try who fhould be the 
y Man, but in this Cafe I givea Man two.op: 
q unities to Mifchief me againft my one 3 


: the Affrontis the firft, and aa even Chance: 


fer my Life is the fecond. 
_ his reminds me of a certain.Story 
which Ican recommend to the Reader from 
very good Autliority. 
i A Certain Gentleman, whofe Wife was 
no Honefter than fhe fhould be, had fome 
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that I think he ought to dye for it; where. 
-have his. Throat cut Sword 
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Private Intimation of it from a Friend, and 
was fo particulayly led to the point, that he 
forprizedia Sentieman in Bed with her. 
The Perfon finding himfelf in his hands, 
Demands his ‘leave to rife and ‘take his 
td; withsl my Heart; Sir, fays the 
Géntleman, and your Boots too, if you pleafes 
and-take your ‘Miftre/s with you, I bave no- 
thing 0 fay to you, the Gentleman gets np 
and tells hiny, Sir, you heve done like a Man 


of Homour, and I caumet but tell-you, tbat: 
you expe the Satisfation ufwal upon ad 


Cafes, J think my.felf oblig’d to give is. Nos 
why fo, Replies the Gentleman? Let me 
Lie with your Wife firft, and then I'U fight 
you witha] 4 Heart; ."sismy Wife bas af- 
fronted me, {ays he,and not-you; and 1 know 
bow tn. deal with ber: and {0 turn’d herout 
of Doors. ae 


I can pafs my. word tliis Gentleman: was - 


ne Coward, but I.can’c promife that one 
Maz in Forty: would A& {o: much Difcreti- 
on ; but-he was certainly in the Right of it; 
for it cah never be Rational, ‘That becaufe 
my-Wife will.et another Man lie with her; 
Serre I oe yi frake my Life at aq. 
even Rate, and lay an equat Wager, whe 
iin oo 


Mercure Scandale: 
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ApviceE from the Scandalous Ci us, 


os HE Reputation of our Society having 

been lately Refletted’on by fundry 
Petfons and on different Occafions: They 
have been taken upvery muchin Debatiog, 
whether they fhould continue their Endea- 
yours againft the Follies of the Times,or lay 
down their Arms, and let all Menalone to 
eas victous, andte write 4s. much Nonfence 
asthey pleak. . 

Some that faid they were Friends to the 
Author, Alledg’d he expos’d himfelf too 
much, and‘ought to‘expe& Sir- Wiliam Co- 
ventry’s Fate, that is, have ‘his Nafe flies 
reprefented ftrange things from the Re- 
fentments.of the Perfons concern’d, and bid 
himsave a care.of himflf, 


Others told the Society, That no Man 
ought to take upon him Publick Reproofé, 
and Priat other Mens Fadlts, unlefs he was 
fure be bad none of his owns 

A Third fort told them, it was net juftta 
Expofe Men for their Crimes, ahs they 
were real; that the Laws -weté {ufficient te 
Punifh -in fuch Cafes, and no Man had any 
thing.to déwith it, and at this rate; ne 
Man would:-keep him Company. 

Upon a Serious Debate of thefe Matters, 
Tie Society call’ for.their Books, and"Re~ 
view'd the Review, and found in che firlt 
Propofal laid down, the Author had’<con= 
fider’d the Hazard of telling aVicious Age 
theis.Scandalows-Crimes,iand rape ew 
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that be would treat Vice and Vicious Agi- 
ons wich the utmoft Severity; and that: 


therefore all People were fairly prepared 
to it. 

As tothe Danger,the Author profeffes him- 
felf Perfedtly unconcern’d aboutit, and Que- 
ftionsnot,but hisHands will,according torheir 
Duy, defend bis Nofe; he knows no Man 


particularly concern’d but the Guilty, and 


it any fuch thinks himfelt too plainly point- 
ed.at, and is refolv’d to add one Villany to 
another, he is welcome to make the At- 
tempt at his Peril. 

Aad yet the Author Affirms, he has all 
along rather expos'd. the Crime than the 
Perfon; and if any Author has afterwards 
Saddled the Man’s bick with the Crime, 
and told:the World who he is, he ought 
fir €o be affured chat he was the Man In- 
tended, or elfe he fathers the Crime of 
Scandalizing thé Man upon hinrfelf; and 
the Apthor cannoc but think it unfair, that 
when he tells the World’a Story, another 
fhopJd pretend to ‘ “ll chem his meaning. 

And as he fhall always avoid fixing-Re- 
proaches pon Perfons or Families, with 
the fame Caution as he. would be Treated 
himfelf, efpecially inCafe of Common flips 
ia Mens Morals, which all Men are equally 
Subje& to, and himfelf as muchas another, 

Yetwith .ubdmiffion, he thinks there are 
fome Cafes fo Notorious, and fome value 
themfelves fo much upon theHononr of out- 
finning their Neighbours, that they really 
claim no Quarter. 

However , as he has. yet pointed no 
Man ost fo plain, that any thing but his 
own Guilt can tefl him ’tis he; fo he thinks 
that Gentleman who gave a Mana knock 
on the Pate at a Coffee- Houfe in Cornbil, tor 
telling, him a Certain Story in the laft Re- 
view but one, was meant of him, did him- 
{elf Juftice, Correéted him as he deferv’d, 
and the Author thanks him for it. 

The Author is ready to ask any Man’s 
Pardon for areal Offence, and feorns to do 
it where there is none: He Declares he en- 
deavours to tell his Tale fo, as to expofe the 
Crime and not the Perfon; but if People 
will be gueffing at Folks, and then teil him 
by Jnuendo, they are fure they hit right 5 
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unufuat Follies is t n, 
very calie, and feesno Reafon why a 
“Man thould be ditturb’d at ic, ei 
Dvertifementsare taken in by 7.Mut 
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